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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

H

appy Holidays! 2017 was another great year for the
Braddock Heights Community Association. Our
community residents and pool members continue to
make a big difference through volunteerism. Last month,
we had a great turnout for our fall cleanup day. We spruced
up the community center and park, painted doors and railings, winterized the pavilion and pool areas, and performed
lots of cleaning, yardwork, and repairs. Thanks to all those
who turned out. Speaking of thanks … keeping the park
looking great is a year round activity … a big thanks to all
the neighbors who pick it up on a daily basis.
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Join the BHCA Today!
Membership information below.

BHCA Directory
President: Mark Koltz, 240-490-7951
Vice Pres.: Mark Koltz, 240-490-7951
Treasurer: Jody Koogle, 301-371-0558
Secretary: Bev Donald, 301-371-7501
Pool Comm. Chair: Lisa Tosh, 301-371-9721
Program Comm. Chair: Tom Dixon, 301-371-5690
Property Comm. Chair: Mike Cottrell, 301-371-7827
Member Comm. Chair: Doug Sims, 301-606-3326
BOARD MEMBERS
Craig Campbell, 301-371-7806
Mike Cottrell, 301-371-7827
Tom Dixon, 301-371-5690
Daryl Happ, 301-371-8078
Bill Jacocks, 301-371-9664
Penny Jacocks, 301-371-9664

Karen Koltz, 410-440-5932
Mark Koltz, 240-490-7951
Caroline Milam, 240-409-3189
Doug Sims, 301-606-3326
Jon Soule, 301-371-7914
Lisa Tosh, 301-371-9721

Membership Information
Ask your neighbors if they are members of the BHCA. If not, let them
know for $35 annually, they get bimonthly newsletters containing important information regarding the Braddock Heights Community. They will
have voting rights at general meetings on issues involving the BHCA
pool, park and pavilion. They should also know BHCA represents their
interests at the county level when necessary. This includes pedestrian
safety, traffic issues, blighted properties and more. We are all volunteers and we need volunteers to support the Board Directors in a myriad
of operational areas. The newsletter contains dates of important events
- annual spring and fall picnics, pool opening and closing, clean-up
dates, etc. Come join the fun! For more information and contact data,
go to https://www.braddockheights.org.
Send dues to: P.O. Box 243, Braddock Heights, MD 21714-0243

SUMMER SPALSH

Continued from page 2

(and family) for their continued support of Summer Splash
– always helping!! Without a doubt, the hero of the day was
Ben Tabor who grabbed the “games” reins and planned,
organized and orchestrated an interesting array of fun for
kids and adults, alike. He was ably assisted by Scott Kover,
Dominique Benson and Madeleine Sims. Winners in the
following games/categories included: Freeze Dancing
(Caitlyn Shafer, Allison Karje and Melissa Karje); Hand
Stand in the Pool (Freddy Kolias, Betsy Ehrlich, Austin
Murphy); Hula Hoop Marathon (Erin Smith, Johe Snyder);
Limbo (Will Wood).

Our November BHCA general membership meeting went
extremely well with one of our largest turnouts. We
welcomed new residents and long-time BHCA members,
officers, and board members. We enjoyed food and beverages and elected new officers including Doug Sims as Vice
President and Tom Dixon as Treasurer. A big shout out to
Jody Koogle for his service and support as BHCA Treasurer
the past two years. Jody, Karen Koltz, Craig Campbell, and
Caroline Milam were all re-elected as Board of Directors for
another two years and the Pool Committee added Haley
Tosh, Marguerite Wilson, and Teresa Eisentraut to its
ranks. They join the existing board and members listed in
this newsletter … thanks to all who make a difference
through their volunteer efforts. There are a few vacant
spots on the BHCA board and plenty of opportunities to
volunteer. I urge you to reach out to me or our Pool
Committee chairperson, Caroline Milam, to see where you
can help.
Speaking of the pool, please read Caroline’s update in this
newsletter highlighting our recent Summer Splash, the
amazing performance of our Barracuda swim team, new
pool improvements, our amazing volunteers, and 2018
membership rates. For the first time in several years, we are
increasing our membership rates to keep pace with rising
operating costs. Take advantage of our early bird rates
through the end of January and join the pool again for
another great season in 2018.
As mentioned in the last newsletter, big improvements are in
process at the Braddock Heights Baseball field. We are
replacing the existing concrete wall and steps, removing
some trees, excavating and re-grading the area, and erecting

a new fence on the first base side of the field. Make sure to
come by the field to root on the Frederick American Little
League teams next spring and summer. While there will be
less people in the park and community streets over the
winter, I ask you to please look out for traffic, observe the
25 mph speed limit throughout the community, and watch
out for our kids, walkers, and bicyclists.
Our next newsletter will include a schedule of events for
2018. On behalf of your Officers and Board of Directors,
I want to wish you a wonderful, fun-filled holiday season.
We look forward to seeing you in 2018. Please feel free to
contact me with any questions or concerns at
president@braddockheights.org.
Mark Koltz, President

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY (BHHS)
NEWS AND INFORMATION

M

ost of us pass by Vindobona on Jefferson
Boulevard every day without knowing its
history. Vindobona was built as a hotel in
1910 by Oscar Coblentz. Mr. Coblentz was an active
member of the community and was the secretary of the
Braddock Building and Development Company. He
also worked with the Frederick and Middletown
Electric Railway and was the superintendent of

Continued on page 2
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Frederick County Schools. The grounds included as many
as seven buildings in its heyday, but only two much altered
buildings remain. Prominent visitors graced the hotel
including President Franklin Roosevelt. The house became
a nursing home in 1952. Each year we celebrate the start
of our community parade at the Vindobona. The BHHS
archives include numerous Vindobona pictures and original hotel china.
Recently, Braddock Heights resident, Josie Hall, added
some new history to Vindobona. Josie built and installed a
Little Free Library on Jefferson Boulevard, just outside the
Vindobona (learn more at https://littlefreelibrary.org/).
The library was part of her Girl Scout Silver award project.
We congratulate Josie for helping to build community,
spark creativity, and inspire readers throughout Braddock
Heights. Stop by the little library to borrow or lend a
book.

BHCA 2017-2018 BUDGET

A

$178,145 operating expense budget for the BHCA
2017-2018 fiscal year was approved at the general
membership meeting on November 1. The largest
expense categories in this budget include: $87,120 for pool
management / guards, $20,000 for park / facility maintenance, $20,000 for general pool maintenance / repairs,
$16,600 for utilities, $8,100 for insurance, and $7,000 for
accounting services. In addition, a $78,375 capital budget
was approved which includes $37,125 for replacement of
the retaining wall on the ballfield, $12,700 in mortgage
principal / interest payments, and an itemized list of
planned maintenance / replacement items for the pool. If
all of the capital budget items are implemented, the BHCA
would reduce its reserves by $45,008. Copies of the complete budget are available upon request by contacting Tom
Dixon, at 301-371-5690 or thomasadixon@comcast.net.

2018 LEADERSHIP

If you are interested in participating in the historical society, please contact Mark Koltz at markkoltz@gmail.com or
240-490-7951. In the meantime, please reach out and share
all Braddock Heights memories (like staying at the original
Vindobona) or memorabilia for our archives.

BHCA OFFICERS
President: Mark Koltz
Vice President: Doug Sims
Treasurer: Tom Dixon
Secretary: Bev Donald
BHCA BOAD OF DIRECTORS
Daryl Happ, Craig Campbell, Mike Cottrel,l
Bill Jacocks, Caroline Milam, Penny Jacocks,
Karen Koltz, Lisa Tosh, Jody Koogle

BRADDOCK HEIGHTS COMMUNITY
NEW YEAR’S DAY

POOL COMMITTEE
BHCA President: Mark Koltz, BHCA VP: Doug Sims
BHCA Treasurer: Tom Dixon,
Caroline Milam - By Vote of Pool Committee,
Bev Donald - BoD elected member, Mary Mills,
Jim Lautenberger, Haley Tosh, Dan Blum, Marguerite
Wilson, Ellen Anderson, Teresa Eisentraut, Betsy Ehrlich

FUN RUN

“SUMMER SPLASH”
A SUMMER SUCCESS

Start the year out on the right (or left) foot!
• New Year’s Day - January 1, 2018
• 10:30 am at the Community Center
• 1 to 8 miles
All donations will go to Braddock Height Volunteer Fire
Department. Call 301-471-4373 with any questions.

H

undreds of BHCA Pool members and kids of all
ages participated in our annual SUMMER
SPLASH comprised of good food, a beautiful
swim day and lots of fun and games. As in most BHCA
events, Summer Splash was supported but many volunteers
who provided a delicious buffet of summer food, an endless supply of grilled hot dogs, and leadership in organizing
and executing an interesting array of fun pool games.
Special thanks to Mary Mills (and family) and Bev Donald

Continued on page 4
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SWIMMING POOL NEWS
2017 Pool Season in Review How about that beautiful,
sparkling pool this season! And what a great send-off into
fall with our annual Summer Splash! – big shout-outs to
Doug Sims, Mary and Tom Mills, Vernon Castle for his
excellent hot dog machine, Betsy Ehrlich, Scott Kover, and
our youth volunteers Ben Tabor, Dominique Benson, and
Maddie Sims for help with the games. Fun times for all!
We had a record-breaking membership renewal in 2017 with
our maximum capacity reached before the end of April.
Even with a board extension to 425 memberships, we
opened the season with a wait list. Appreciation to our
Senior Membership Administrator Abby Bryant for keeping
pace with all the registrations, and Dan Blum for taking on
Sign-in Book generation – including all the “oh, here’s one
more” trips back to the printer into June.
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2018 Memberships Membership fees for 2018 have been
adjusted to keep up with rising operating costs since our last
rate increase in 2015 (see table below). Look for the
membership e-application to be online on or about January
2, 2018 at www.braddockheights.org. We will continue our
“Early Bird Special” of discounted primary member fee and
six (6) FREE guest passes for applications, payment and
photos completed by the end of January, as well as
discounted guest passes purchased online before March 31
for $3 per person.
As mentioned, we filled the 2017 membership roster before
the end of April – renew early in 2018! (Returning members
are given priority during Early Bird renewal – after January,
memberships are first paid, first serve.)

Our Barracudas swim team had an exceptional season: we
went undefeated in scored meets, won Divisionals, and will
move up to Division 3 in the FSSL (Frederick Summer
Swim League) next season. We also had the largest team
membership anyone could remember. Go Barracudas!
I also want to appreciate the hard work of our Continental
Pool Staff for making this another safe and enjoyable
season. Hope to see many familiar faces back in 2018!
Our Pool Operation/Maintenance sub-committee met with
Continental management after season closing to review and
make recommendations for off-season pool maintenance
and identify continuous improvement opportunities for next
season.
You may have noticed a few of the on-going improvements
we made this year including a permanent gate guard stand
and replacement of some of aging our wooden tables with
durable plastic-coated tables. These improvements do not
happen by themselves – we have a dedicated group of
volunteer Pool Committee members meeting monthly
throughout the year to propose, budget, bid and implement
these improvements. And the driving force behind this has
been LISA TOSH for over a decade – she is leaving me big
shoes to fill! In fact, we have several changes on the
Committee - Mary Koster, Ric Paxton, and Larry Cover are
stepping down this year - many thanks for their contributions over the years, and hope to continue to see them poolside! In addition to some of the Pool Committee members
mentioned (Doug Sims, Mary Mills, Dan Blum), I am
joined by Bev Donald, Jim Lautenberger, Ellen Anderson,
Haley Tosh, and welcoming new Committee members
Marguerite Wilson, Teresa Eisentraut and Betsy Ehrlich.
Together, we will continue to keep this oldest continuously
operating public pool in Maryland sparkling, fun, and safe.

Did Your E-mail Change?? Simply e-mail us at:
pool@braddockheights.org so we can reach you for
announcements, including membership season notifications.
Comments, Compliments, Complaints?? Contact us any time
to share your comments and concerns, or ask questions
about the pool and pool management. You may contact me
at 240-409-3189, e-mail us at pool@braddockheights.org, or
mail your suggestions to: BHCA, P.O. Box 243, Braddock
Heights, MD 21714. All information will be discussed at a
committee meeting and forwarded to Continental Pools.
The Pool Committee has several sub-committees:
Technical, Pool Polices (Rules), Marketing, Pool
Operation/Maintenance, Summer Splash, and Facebook.
FYI: Anyone may participate as a sub-committee member
without being a Pool Committee member. Pool Committee
meets monthly at the Braddock Heights Community Center
on the second Tuesday of each month (except December) at
7:30pm. Sub-committees meet at their own convenience,
and do not have to attend Pool Committee meetings. Feel
free to drop-in at a Pool Committee meeting – we love to
see new faces at the table!
Caroline Milam
Pool Committee Chairperson
pool@braddockheights.org

